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Issue 4426, July 2016 
 

Next club meeting: July 25th, 2016, 7:00 pm, Buffalo West Restaurant, 7101 Camp Bowie 
Blvd  

 
Presidents Corner: by James Meadows  
 
Folks, it hot out there! What better way to cool off, 

than a Float fly.  So dust off your floats, and water 

wings, and we’ll see you on the 6th of Aug at Camp Joy 

Park on Lake Worth.  Big thanks to all members who 

joined us on the 4th of July activities at the field.  If you 

could not make it, then I hope you had a great 4th with 

other family and friends.   

Science, Technology, Engineering and Mathematics 

(STEM) is a curriculum based on the idea of educating 

students in these four disciplines.  No, I’m not 

suggesting that we are educators. But I do believe that 

our hobby and aspects of it can excite, encourage 

people to learn more about these discipline’s and 

perhaps even get young and old alike into the world of 

model aviation.  How does the club do it?  Community 

programs and events!  Woody Lake is working on a 

Civil Air Patrol CAP program for the 1st of Aug 2016.  

In October the club will be providing static displays at 

the Alliance Airshow and the Benbrook Heritage Day.  

These are unique opportunities for the club to promote 

the hobby, and brag a little about our great flying 

facility that we have. If you can help, please feel free to 

contact a club officer, or the POC for the event. 

The Corp of Engineers has reopened the park to the 

general public so please use the primary entrance at 

Mustang Creek.  We have a great working relationship 

with the Corp one that has been cultivated by years of 

cooperation and trust. Please watch, your speed in the 

park. The orange window pass is only good for 

Thunderbird field. If you want to visit other areas of 

the park to enjoy swimming, fishing, etc. you will need 

to pay the applicable use fee. When locking the gate, 

please lock it, Lock to Lock!       

Stay cool, drink water, and fly often! 

Vice Presidents Corner: by Gary Cummings 

No Report this month.

June 2016 Membership Meeting Minutes, Buffalo Wings June 28, 2016: by Bill Lake 

James Meadows opened the meeting at 7 PM. 

The weather recently has cooperated although it has 

been quite hot. 

 

A big THANK YOU again to Ken Knotts and the grounds 

team that has kept the field in good condition.  The 

sprinklers are in and operable and we appreciate the 

tremendous effort to complete that project. 

 

Keep the recommendations coming in with ideas for 

improving the airfield, our meetings, club activities, etc.  

We want to make the club the best ever and your inputs 

are of great value.  Some examples have been: a crosswind 

runway, repair the picnic tables and benches, rebuild the 
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starting stands, place signs along the road, plant trees by 

the shed, etc. 

 

Coming events:  4th of July Fly-In; August 6 - Float Fly; 

August 20 - 3 Pole Pylon Race 

Bill Lake briefed Tom Blakeney’s notes regarding the 

August Float Fly and made an appeal for volunteers to 

assist with running the event in Tom’s absence and picking 

up needed supplies.  Keith Maddox eagerly offered to pick 

up all that was needed and Woody Lake offered his 

services to serve as CD Alternate.  Thank you so much to 

both of you for volunteering. 

 

More later on the 4th of July plans. 

 

The club has recently seen the passing of several former 

and present club members.   Rowdy Lowrie lost his father; 

Michael Rayburne passed away; as did Ross Woods. 

 

The May 21st SPA event was a success and the event 

winners were: 

o Sportsman ClassBernie Olson (1st place); Steve 

Ehlers (3rd); Gerry Stanford (4th); Paul Mayhan (5th) 

o Advanced Class   Grant Schroeder (1st); 

Chris Berardi (4th); Gary Alphin (5th) 

o Expert Class  Pat Ensign (1st); Mark 

Ehlers (2nd) 

→ The June 20th  SPA event at Texas Wings yielded 

the following: 

o Sportsman ClassBernie Olson (2nd); Paul 

Mayhan (3rd); Gerry Stanford (4th); Steve Ehlers (5th) 

o Advanced Class  Grant Schroeder (1st); 

Chris Berardi (2nd); Gary Alphin (5th) 

o Expert Class  Pat Ensign (1st) 

o Senior Expert  Ken Knotts (2nd) 

Show & Tell 

Woody Lake showed us his foam Banana Hobbies P-40, 

weighing in at 9 pounds five ounces with a 5000 mAhm 

battery, shock retracts on the metal main and tail wheels, 

and flaps.  He said it is a good, slow flyer, listed at $450, 

which he purchased used for less. 

 
 

Dennis Niles presented the club with the club mascot, his 

Thunderbird Flyer, which I had the pleasure of seeing 

flown at the airfield a couple of weeks ago.  The club is 

looking for a home for the plane. 

 
 

Bernie Olson brought in and showed off his Dirty Birdy kit 

build with an OS65 engine and weighing in at 7 pounds 2 

ounces. 
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Thank you to all the participant contributors. 

 

James spoke on behalf of Don Griffith, who joined the 

club last month.  Don was formerly a painter at 

General Dynamics and brought in quite a few 

interesting pieces of memorabilia, including a 

program from one of the earliest GD air shows, a toy 

replica of the F-16 Fighting Falcon in red, white and 

blue, numerous pictures of the Thunderbirds, various 

stencils and aircraft markings, and a die cast F-16 that 

also doubled as a pencil sharpener. 

Bill Lake (Secretary) – offered to read the minutes 

from the May meeting.  A motion to defer was placed 

in order by Ken Knotts and seconded by Verne Bell.   

Note was made of the passing of Rowdy’s father, Ross 

Woods and Michael Raeburne.  Services information 

would be passed along when available. 

 

A brief discussion was held regarding the new FAA 

rules on Drones and Small aircraft.  This information 

was disseminated last week via email to the members. 

 

Progress on coordinating our participation at the 

Alliance Air Show in October was briefed, including 

static display spaces and potential aerial 

demonstration opportunity. 

Bill Lake provided the Treasurer’s report on behalf of 

Chris Berardi who is on business travel this week. 

The club finances were briefed and the club is solvent. 

Membership numbers continue to grow with 188 total 

members; 144 Individual; 31 Family; two Associate; 

ten Life; and one Gift. 

James introduced four new members to the club:  

Timothy Hart; Kenneth Harmon; Jason Meadows; 

and Michael Taylor. 

James then discussed the plans for the 4th of July Fly-

In and the rules for the competition events.  We hope 

everyone partakes of the day’s happenings and comes 

on out to Thunderbird Field to share in the 

camaraderie and enjoyment.  The Swap Meet begins 

at 9 AM, hot dogs and drinks are provided and there 

is no cost to club members.   

Steve Ehlers won a ten dollar gift certificate to JT’s 

Hobbies for identifying the mystery photo individual 

as Woody Lake.  In case you are wondering, Woody is 

the one on the far right and also the one in the cart. 

Mel Wells gave a safety briefing primarily focusing on 

the heat we are experiencing and encouraged everyone 

to practice the buddy system and look out for your 

mates when operating in this heat.  He offered the fact 

sheet (linked below) that very clearly and simply 

identifies the signs and differences between Heat 

Exhaustion and Heat Stroke.  This is worth everyone’s 

review and familiarity this time of year, whether flying 

or working around the house. 

http://www.northescambia.com/2016/06/do-you-know-

the-difference-between-a-heat-stroke-and-heat-

exhaustion 

New Business:  Keith Maddox donated a new kayak to 

club after experiencing a misadventure that 

necessitated a sea borne retrieval several weeks ago.  It 

was suggested that this item would be of value to the 

club members but should not be at Keith’s personal 

expense, despite his very generous offer.  Ken Knotts 

made a motion to reimburse Keith $300 for the kayak, 

seconded by Bill Lake, and passed by a show of hands.  

Keith then asked that the funds be credited toward his 

annual dues.  This action will be passed along to Chris 

Berardi for action. 

The kayak and paddle are positioned alongside the 

tool shed and locked up.  The key is currently in the 
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airfield lockbox which all members have access to.  

The club will be procuring a life vest and developing 

rules for the use of the kayak as well as logical 

restrictions. 

Woody Lake addressed the members about contact he 

received from Mark Wheeler about the feasibility of 

the Thunderbirds putting on a dog and pony show for 

a group of 10-12 local Civil Air Patrol Cadets. A 

Monday evening is suggested at Thunderbird Field in 

the July 11 thru August 29th timeframe.  Woody is 

recommending later in the fall due to the heat.  The 

effort would likely involve a Show & Tell on basic aero 

principals of flight followed by brief flight instruction 

using buddy boxes and club IPs.  Volunteers will be 

sought once the dates are resolved and more details 

are firmed up. 

Woody also mentioned that he was approached by the 

Benbrook Heritage event coordinators about having a 

static display at their October 15th event which would 

highlight the club and its activities.  This event 

coincides with the Alliance Airshow but if you are 

interested, please contact Woody. 

Club Secretary conducted the monthly meeting raffle.  

Lucky winners of some great items included: Mel 

Wells. Tab Bowland, Kip Niles, Steve Ehlers, Ken 

Knotts, Gerry Stanford, and Verne Bell. 

Attendees: 

Bill Lake 

James meadows 

Jason Meadows 

Verne Bell 

Ken Knotts 

Dennis Niles 

Kip Niles 

Keith Maddox 

Steve Ehlers 

Donald Griffith 

Tommy Perry 

Travis Berry 

Ian Waring 

Mel Wells 

Woody Lake 

J.C. dean 

Gerry Stanford 

Joe Jopling 

Ed Furche 

Tab Bowland 

Bernie Olson 

 
Treasurers Report: by Chris Berardi 

 
Hello everyone - did you enjoy your 4th July? If you didn’t 
make it to the club’s picnic this year, you missed a fantastic 
time. It was perhaps the best 4th July picnic that I can 
remember in probably 10 years. We aren’t sure exactly 
why it turned out so well - was it the free food? The door 
prize? Or, was it the 5 flying events? We ended up grilling 
120 hot dogs for what I would guess to be about 40 club 
members - there were also quite a few hungry kids who I 
know ate more than two each! When I went to Costco to 
pick up the buns and other supplies, I was truly worried 
that I had purchased too much, particularly when it came 
to perishables like the bread and cheese. As it turned out, 
there wasn’t much to worry about - even the pickles which 
I was sure wouldn’t all be consumed were finished.  
 
The flying events were incredibly fun - so much so that a 
half dozen people have approached me since asking if we 
can make our fun-fly events a regular occurrence. Events 
included: 1) Shortest takeoff, 2) Climb and glide, 3) Bomb 
drop, 4) Limbo and 5) Combat. Tremendous fun, all of 
them and I had a week to recover from the sunburn to 
prove it. It was probably a day before I had replenished 
enough liquid despite drinking like a fish while standing 
out in the sun. There was plenty of clowning around and 
while I didn’t ding any of my models, there were plenty of 

others willing to sacrifice all in the drive to gain one more 
additional point.  
 
One of the highlights of our 4th July celebration was a 
tribute to our late member, Weldon Harrison. Many 
members of his family were present - they set up a 
memorial with photographs and many of Weldon’s favorite 
aircraft. After we remembered Weldon, we performed a 
missing man formation flight. The family appeared to 
enjoy the tribute and we spent quite a bit of time afterward 
interacting with his family and eating lunch. 
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Right around 4pm we decided to wrap things up and that’s 
when we picked the door prize winner. This was a little 
different from our regular raffle prizes that we dole out at 
our monthly club meetings. For one, it didn’t cost our 
members a dime; for two, every club member received one 
ticket and one ticket only. That meant that every member 
had an equal chance of winning the grand prize - the QQ 
Extra 300.  
 
The drawing was made and as luck would have it, our very 
deserving club secretary, Bill Lake, was the winner. He was 
quite delighted and as I understand it, the model showed 
up at just the right time to fill a recent vacancy in his 
hangar! I would also like to make a special mention for 
JT’s Hobby Shop who provided the model at a very 
reasonable cost to the club. 

 
We also had our first “swap-shop.” A half dozen club 
members had items for sale or exchange which shows there 
is some interest. I think to make that a much bigger show 
will require us to advertise well beyond the local area. Our 
club has never had a full-up swap meet on the order of 
what Weatherford does each year. Maybe it’s something 
with potential given the large size of our club. What do you 
think? Would you like to see an annual swap meet? 
 
All’n’all, it was a great event and we’ll see what we can do 
to put on a regular fun fly event for all members in the 
future. Thank you to everyone that took a chance to come 
out and fly. Your participation truly made it worth 
remembering. 
 

 

Membership 
Fortunately, Benbrook Lake is mostly open to the public (Rocky Creek is still closed) so members should find access much 
easier going forward. It appears the Texas summer is around the corner so the lake is unlikely to exceed the conservation 
pool level for the remainder of the flying season. With the flying season well under way, most people who want to fly this 
year have joined, here’s how we stand in late July after picking up 4 brand new members since June: 
 

Membership Type Count 

Individual 147 

Family 31 

Associate 2 

Life 10 

Service 1 

TOTAL 191 

 
The most recent expenses we have had have been for the new sprinkler system that now waters infield of the flight line. We 
spent around $1500 which will drastically reduce the amount of work needed to keep the grassy areas green. It is also much 
more pleasant, not to mention cleaner, to place your models on green grass rather than dry, dusty straw. In the last couple 
of months, the club also paid for a new flame proof cabinet. This was required by the Corps of Engineers and was an item 
that was noted in the recent field inspection. The cabinet is used to house any volatile or flammable liquids such as paints, 
oil and gasoline. In addition, the inspection also required the club to hire a licensed plumber to inspect and certify the 
sprinkler installation. There weren’t any other major expenses besides the usual costs of maintaining the field. Thanks to 
our growing membership, the club has been able to improve upon our already fantastic facilities, and to plan for some 
future enhancements to our event calendar. 
 

Helicopter Flight Training 
Thursday night is known for our free flight training with club provided trainer aircraft. Your family and friends, members 
of the public are welcome to come out and try the sport of model aircraft flying - but what of helicopters? Well, we offer 
that too - training performed by yours truly. Need help with a mechanical setup or radio programming? Or, just need 
somebody to pilot a maiden? We’ve had a variety of new helicopter and drone pilots out at the field in the last few months 
though we didn’t do a good job of letting you know that helicopter/drone training is also conducted. If you need some one-
on-one instruction, that can be arranged too - simply write to me or come out field on Thursday’s to make arrangements. 
That’s it for this month - I’ve had to delay my article on the historic Benbrook airfield as I couldn’t locate the photographs 
of the monument - so much for digital catalogues!  
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SAFETY CORNER 
 

There have been an abundance of great flying days so far this year, especially in the mornings. By the way, thank you 
everybody for a fantastic turn out at the 4th of July fly-in. I would like to remind all pilots from beginners to the most 
experienced to watch out for personnel that may be on or crossing the runway when you are taking off or landing. The 
same goes for the people performing aircraft recovery duties. Please be aware of what is going on the active runway or taxi 
way. When you hear some of the basic commands like "TAKING OFF", "LANDING", "CROSSING RUNWAY" or 
"CLEAR", please take the appropriate action in the name of safety.  
 

Mel wells  safetycoordinator@fwthunderbirds.org 

 
July Fourth Picnic 
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MH-53J Pave Low III Special Army Design: by Debra Cleghorn, Model Airplanes News Executive Editor 

You’ve got to see the detail on this electric-powered model of the Sikorsky CH-53 Pave Low helicopter to believe it! Built 

and flown by Reto Marbach, this aircraft is powered by a Pyro 850 Kontronik motor and 200-amp speed Cosmik high-

voltage speed control. It weighs in at 37.5 pounds and flies like a dream. Thanks to RCHeliJet for sharing.  

MH-53J Pave Low III Special Army Design
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Civil Air Patrol: by Woody 

 
We’re hosting a group of Civil Air Patrol Cadets on August 1st at our field. Looking for volunteers to help with this 
community function. Planning to provide some basic flight theory, ground school regarding Transmitter Functions, flight 
simulator, and one on one flying with an instructor. I would also like to provide a flight demo ie: combat, warbird, 
aerobatic, helicopter. If you would like to help please contact me at: at6pilot@att.net or 817 675-7613

 

PYLON RACING 101, Part 4of 4: by Scott Smith NMPRA District VP edited for FW Thunderbirds by G. James 

Racing 

First and foremost, pylon racing is a TEAM sport. The 

pilot and spotter/caller must learn what each other needs, 

and how to get the most out each other. Try to plan for 

things you know will happen, and how to handle a 

problem that could happen. (If a fuel line breaks, who does 

what? If a plug burns out, the engine floods, broken prop, 

etc… have a plan for how you will handle it at the line.) 

Baring a problem at the line, this is how my caller and I 

break down the jobs at the line: 

What the pilot does at the line: 

a.) Carry plane and flight line box to the line – The pilot 

places his plane and box in the lane and gets it ready to 

start by placing it in the starting position. 

b.) Turn on plane and transmitter – Turn everything on 

and make sure everything works. This includes checking 

for the right model, rates and channel. (Did you switch to a 

back-up plane?) 

c.) Connect glow driver and verify the plug works – This 

is your last chance to change it if it is bad before the 60-

second clock is on. A driver with a meter is very useful 

here. 

d.) Turn the prop over – Spin the prop over with the 

starter to make sure the prop nut is tight, and that the 

engine is not tough to start. If your starter is weak, you 

have a few seconds to bargain for a spare one or find a 

chicken stick. 

e.) Remind your caller what flag you go on – Remember 

the wing sticker? If you have filled it out for each round 

then the heat information is easy to see and is a last 

minute reminder so you won’t jump the start and get a 

cut. 

f.) Start the engine – Once you are on the clock, start the 

engine whenever you and your caller are ready. Make 

sure your throttle is at FULL throttle. If you want to tach 

the engine, it is your job! 

g.) Put the starter and glow igniter in the flight line box – 

As I put the starter into the box my caller will undo the 

igniter and hold it out to the side away from the prop for 

me to grab. (Safety!) 

h.) Tweak the engine – Remember time is short and it is 

LOUD! It is best for your caller to know if they are to 

make any other adjustments after you leave (Do this prior 

to starting the engine), so do what you need to and get out. 

i.) Grab your line box and head back to position – Tote 

the box to the sideline, drop it off, and run back to the 

position you want to fly from and get ready! 

j.) Nod to my caller from my position – My caller will look 

for me with 15 seconds to go to make sure I am ready and 

to know where I am standing. After checking all of my 

switches and ensuring everything is set, I will nod to let 
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them know that I am ready to go. From this moment on 

look at nothing but your plane, the caller will handle the 

rest. 

k.) Add any inputs for take-off and wait to GO – Add any 

corrections needed for a straight and level take off. (A 

clean takeoff can give you a big lead to turn 1 and help keep 

you out of trouble.) 

l.) Race as smoothly as I can and listen to your caller – 

The best way to go fast is to fly smooth and tight. Your 

caller will guide you; you will just need to listen and follow 

their directions! 

What the spotter/caller does at the line: 

a.) Follow your pilot to the line – Once your pilot has 

placed the plane into position, your job is to keep them 

calm and make sure nothing is forgotten. If you have 

agreed on plan for the heat, go over it once more. Check 

the control movements with the pilot and verify the launch 

flag. 

b.) Hold the plane – Once the clock starts, hold on to the 

plane at all times. Once the pilot is on their way to fly, 

keep an eye on the clock. 

c.) Keep the engine cool – If you hold the nose of the plane 

down, it will richen up and run cooler. 

You can also partially cover the carburetor opening to 

keep it cooler or if the pilot prefers to, slightly close the 

throttle setting. 

d.) With 15 seconds till start, locate your pilot – Look to 

your pilot and know where they are standing and that 

they are ready. They should nod to let you know they are 

ready. 

e.) 10 seconds to go – Hold the plane straight up to lean it, 

and place it on the pavement. If the pilot retarded the 

throttle, then this is his signal to go to full throttle. 

f.) Launch the airplane – When your flag drops, push the 

plane as HARD and STRAIGHT as you can WITHOUT 

lifting the tail! DO NOT try and compensate for the wind; 

the pilot should be doing this with the rudder. 

g.) Run back towards your pilot – Keeping your eyes on 

your lanes turn light and avoiding other callers, run back 

towards your pilot, being prepared to YELL your pilots 

name when the turn light comes on. 

h.) Start your counting for the turn – Begin when the 

plane passes pylon 3. (I count like this: 1– and–2–and–3–

and–ready–and–TURN!) The key is to be very consistent 

and maintain the same cadence. If you need to change 

length to the turn call, then change your count starting 

point. 

i.) Keep your pilot calm and informed – Depending on 

your pilot’s need for information, you can inform him of 

how long the light was, if they have a cut, what lap they 

are on, if they need to tighten or loosen their course. I try 

to only talk to the pilot between turn 1 and 2 unless it is 

absolutely necessary to say something elsewhere. Try to 

keep the pilot aware of the other planes and their position 

in the race, knowing if you are racing against a particular 

plane could keep you from a midair! You as the caller are 

the most important resource the pilot has, as well as their 

only friend on the line! 

j.) Help the pilot land safely – After the heat stay with 

your pilot guide him by voice or light hand pressure on 

the back (not the shoulders or arms) to an area where he 

can safely stand to land the plane. You are also his spotter 

to help them get thru the traffic and on the ground safely. 

Racing Strategies 

Racing is not only a team sport; there is a certain amount 

of planning involved too. Of course, if you go out and win 

every heat and are the fastest plane each time out, the 

strategy is simple; don’t screw up! It will be rare when 

this happens (if ever!), so here are some tips to help you 

plan a little better: 

a.) Remember to check everything in the pits – Make sure 

you don’t beat yourself. 

b.) Take everything you need with you to the line – Don’t 

forget your line box, plane, transmitter, helmet, caller, 

etc… 

c.) Know your competition – Some pilot/caller teams are 

known for being really aggressive, so why not use this to 

your advantage! You may be able to make them jump a 

start or a turn early and get a cut. You may just have to 

hang in on the lead lap and wait for them to make a 

mistake! 

d.) Keep track of the standings – If you know whom you 

need to race hard for points and position, you may save 

yourself from making a costly mistake. 
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e.) Finishing last is better than not at all – To win, you 

first must finish! Everyone who finishes gets points, if you 

cut out or fail to take off, you get nothing! Every point 

adds up for the total. 

f.) Take the short way around the course – The closer you 

fly to the pylons, the less distance you have to travel. This 

(and consistency!) is the key to winning races. Just make 

sure you don’t turn so sharply that you actually slow 

yourself down. Take a look at this example: 

This is a sample of the data from: http://www.mh-

aerotools.de/airfoils/index.htm showing coefficient of lift, 

Time for 

10 laps and the max speed. Notice the differences between 

the times and speeds! 

g.) Be aware of your surroundings – There are obstacles 

all over like pylons, trees, buildings, other airplanes and 

the ground. Make sure to avoid all of them! 

h.) There is more than one race – The point’s winners will 

get something, but there is also a fast time trophy. No 

matter how bad your day looks, it only takes 10 good laps 

to win this one! 

i.) Never surrender! – It isn’t over till it’s over! If the top 

pilots get a bad start, DNF or crash, they get zero points. 

That means there are 3 or 4 points in that round (for each 

heat) available to everyone who finishes in the heat 

EXCEPT them. It is easier than you might think to go 

from first to last with one DNF. If you are up for a fly off 

for a trophy, DO IT! Even if that person has beat you all 

day long, you never know what could happen. 

I hope this document has given you a better 

understanding of AMA style 3-pole Pylon racing, as well 

as some information you can use. The information in this 

document is what I have learned and experienced thus far 

in my racing experiences, and are not to be taken as the 

only way to go. These methods are what have worked for 

me, and I hope they can help you to get a head start in 

Pylon racing as well. If you have any questions or 

comments, feel free to contact me. I will be glad to help in 

any way I can. 

Racing related Web Links 

Forums: 

NMPRA - http://www.nmpra.org/    North Texas Pylon Racing – http://ntxpylonracing.org 

Texas EF-1 – http://texasef1.org/    RC Groups - http://www.rcgroups.com/pylon-racing-233/ 

RCUniverse - http://www.rcuniverse.com/forum/forumid_226/tt.htm 

Engines: 

Jett racing engines - http://www.dubjett.com/  Nelson Engines - http://aeroracingengines.com/ 

Evolution 46 - http://www.horizonhobby.com/product/airplanes/airplane-accessories/airplane-engines-15042--

1/evolution-46nx-glow-engine-with-muffler-evoe0461 

Thunder Tiger engines - http://www.acehobby.com/ace/index.htm http://www.thundertiger4u.com/ 

Aircraft Design: 

* Great site for pylon racing information - http://www.mh-aerotools.de/airfoils/index.htm 

http://www.desktopaero.com/appliedaero/potential3d/3dtheory.html  

http://www-scf.usc.edu/~tchklovs/Proposal.htm http://selair.selkirk.bc.ca/aerodynamics1/Drag/Page8.html 

http://www.mh-aerotools.de/airfoils/index.htm 
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Members Projects 

 
Anyone need a lift? 

 
Woody’s Super Cub on Floats. At least it didn’t sink….Yet! 

 
Don’t you just love a parade! 
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Joey Tamez’s (JTs) Decathlon  Woody’s Skyraider - not new but a joy to fly 

 
Name the Thunderbird: by Woody 

 
Guess the Thunderbird and receive a $10 gift card for J.T.s hobby shop. If there are no correct entries the gift card 
will be given away at our July meeting. Send your guess to me at: at6pilot@att.net 
 
As a child he was cute as a button, a sharp dresser, and what legs. Judging from the center photo in his adolescent 
years he was a handful. Served in the US Army during WWII. Afterwards finished his education and worked in the 
aerospace industry till his retirement. This individual will give you the shirt off his back and literally did so when he 
gave me his.  His involvement and contributions to the Thunderbirds are second to none. Avid modeler and friend to 
all.  
 

Who is this Thunderbird 
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THUNDERBIRD 2016 CALENDAR 
 

DATE   EVENT     POINT OF CONTACT 
 

August 1   Scouts Demo Training   Woody Lake 
 
August 6   Float Fly (Camp Joy)   Tom Blakeney 
 
August 10   Pylon Race     Gary James 
 
August 13   National Model Aviation Day  Ed Kettler 
 
October 15  Alliance Airshow Demo   Club Officers  
 
October 15-16  Senior Pattern    Ken Knotts 
 
October 15  Benbrook Heritage Fest   Woody Lake 
 
November   Texas Electric Expo    Tom Blakeney 
 
November   Winter Float Fly 
 
November 19-20  Pylon Race     Gary James/ Sarge Bell 
 
November   Toys for Tots     Steve Ehlers 
 
December   Christmas Party    Club Officers 
 
  

 

www.fwthunderbirds.orgwww.fwthunderbirds.orgwww.fwthunderbirds.orgwww.fwthunderbirds.org 

 

President:  James Meadows 

E-Mail: jamslam1099@gmail.com

Vice President:  Gary Cummings 
E-Mail: 

gary.a.cummings@sbcglobal.net 

 

Secretary:  Bill Lake 

E-Mail: wjl728@yahoo.com 

Treasurer:  Chris Berardi        

E-Mail: mikadopilot@gmail.com 
Safety Officer: Mel Wells               

E-Mail: malekat@sbcglobal.net   
Pilot’s Log:  Woody Lake                     

E-Mail: at6pilot@att.net                                   
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Club Officers 2016 
 

          
Pres: James Meadows VP: Gary Cummings Sec: Bill Lake  Safety: Mel Wells  Treas: Chris Berardi 

 

SUPPORT OUR ADVERTIZERS 

 

  
Roy’s Hobby Shop  817 268-0210   JT’s Hobby Shop  817 244-6171 
1309 Norwood Dr. Hurst TX 76053   8808 Camp Bowie Blvd. Fort Worth TX 76116 
www.royshobby.com     jtshobby@yahoo.com 

 

 
 

           
New Bird in the trees      Some of us are just born to Fly 
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The Fort Worth Thunderbirds 

Summer Float Fly: August 6, 2015 

 

 

 

Event schedule: 9AM until mid-afternoon. Pilot briefing at 9AM. Open to all types of R/C seaplane and 

float plane models. Our goal is to give you maximum fun and lots of flying time. Come and join us at 

beautiful Camp Joy Park on Watercress Drive in Lake Worth, TX for a great float fly. We will have a 

number of awards for different types of models and a raffle!! 

GPS Coordinates: 32.8145, -97.4905 

Club web site http://www.fwthunderbirds.org 

AMA required. This is an AMA sanctioned event. Landing fee is $20.00. Pilot lunch included. Event CD: Tom 

Blakeney 817-734-1917 email: tomblakeney28682@yahoo.com 

 
 


